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Tēnā koe Cynthia 

OIA: GEMS-48804 – internal audit of home education 

Thank you for your email of 22 June 2026 to the Ministry of Education (the Ministry) 

requesting the following information:  

In the RIS for Amendment Paper 583, it states that the Ministry conducted an 

"internal audit of home education in 2024." I would like to request under the 

Official Information Act a copy of all documentation considered as part of the 

audit, as well as the outcome or resulting report. 

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 

In response to your request for all documentation considered as part of the 2024 

audit of home education, I am releasing the Terms of Reference - Home Education 

for the audit in part as Appendix A. This document outlines the scope and approach 

taken for this audit, and was used as a reference document throughout the audit 

process.  

I am withholding some information from this document under section 9(2)(a) of the 

Act, to protect the privacy of natural persons.  

In responding to this aspect of your request, we have also identified the following 

records in scope: audit work programme, working papers, interview notes, draft 

documents, internal review material and correspondence.  

These records comprise audit working materials, including methodologies, testing 

approaches, preliminary assessments, professional judgements, draft findings, 

working papers, and internal review comments. Release would be likely to inhibit the 

future free and frank exchange of opinions and professional judgements necessary 

for the effective conduct of audits.  
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These records also include interview notes and information provided in confidence by 

participants during the audit process. Release would be likely to prejudice the future 

supply of candid information required for effective audit and assurance activities.  

In addition, 13 sample home-exemption applications, and all available information 

associated with them, were considered as part of this audit. This information includes 

personal information of home-educated students and their families. 

As a result, I am withholding all remaining audit records in scope of this aspect of the 

request under the following sections of the Act:  

• 9(2)(a), as above. 

• 9(2)(ba)(i), to protect information which is subject to an obligation of 

confidence or which any person has been or could be compelled to provide 

under the authority of any enactment, where the making available of the 

information would be likely to prejudice the supply of similar information, or 

information from the same source, and it is in the public interest that such 

information should continue to be supplied. 

• 9(2)(g)(i), to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free 

and frank expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or 

members of an organisation or officers and employees of any public service 

agency or organisation in the course of their duty.  

As required under section 9(1) of the Act, I have considered the public interest in 

releasing the information withheld. I do not consider that the public interest 

considerations favouring the release of this information are sufficient to outweigh the 

need to withhold it at this time.  

To satisfy the public interest in the home education audit information, and in 

response to your request for the outcome or resulting report, I am releasing the 

Home Education Internal Audit Report in full as Appendix B. This outlines the 

findings and conclusions of the audit. 

The substance of the audit's scope, methodology, findings and conclusions is 

contained in the Terms of Reference and final audit report that are being released to 

you.  

In response to the 2024 audit, the Ministry has been updating the home education 

application form and guidance for parents. This work is intended to make it easier for 

parents and guardians to understand what information is required and to provide 

assessors with a clearer picture of a child's learning programme. The updated form 

will ask for more information about what a child will learn, the goals for their learning, 

how progress will be monitored over time, and the learning environment that will 

support their education. It also includes additional questions about guardianship 

arrangements and whether other parents or guardians have been consulted, where 

relevant. Together, these changes are intended to support fairer and more consistent 

assessment of applications.  
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The Ministry is also considering whether home education applications should be 

assessed by a national team rather than by regional offices. This would help ensure 

the same approach is applied across New Zealand, regardless of where an 

application is submitted. The audit found that some aspects of the exemption test, 

including the requirement for a child to be taught "as regularly and as well as" in a 

registered school, were being interpreted differently across regions. Centralising 

assessment is one option being considered to improve consistency in decision-

making and allow for a peer-review functionality. 

Please note, we may publish this response on our website after five working days. 

Your name and contact details will be removed. 

Thank you again for your email. You have the right to ask an Ombudsman to review 

my decision on your request, in accordance with section 28 of the Act. You can do 

this by writing to info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or to Office of the Ombudsman, 

PO Box 10152, Wellington 6143. 

Nāku noa, nā 

 

 

James Jong 

Chief Internal Auditor 

Te Tari o te Tumu Whakarae mō te Mātauranga | Office of the Secretary for 

Education  
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